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had b painted and miodeled hetfore, and
en friends of mne first asked nm to sit tor me he
amissed them wearily until he was told that I was bt
i ambitious wirl, poor and obscure. He granted me
dttings for no other reason than that | was i need
i{fad 1 been the greatest sculptor in the world I am
aite sure 1 would bave been refused
| i 1 \ an | \ (8 1 | was th
st . f a cl WL g less than ninety nids
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Ereatest pers il s woin a hite tha
w il [ made him think Wille
I 1 sand s and as otten wept.
k  that history 1s  particulan urrect
ting { W1 the man ol sorrow The one
vreat. lasting, all-dominating impression that [ have
18 < carried of Lincoln has been that of untathom
ble = v. and 1t was this that 1 tried to put
y tatue. When he sat for me [ beheve that
he let | self vo and fell into the mood that was ever
iwhin him. but avainst which he struegled. He never
told a 5t to me. He rarely smiled.

b n espectally two attitudes,  The
fir st the s i~ with his ereat form slouched mmto
1 1 < desk. his huge teet I\Tlf'l_llli. his h'dll
b ' chest, deeply thonghtinl I think he was,
during those moments. following in mind some such

N thi { the armyv ol Grant agamst

! i iising the horrihle sacribices that every

1 the e ¢ { his nation, teehneg that

deaths that wisdom and forethought might

event would and should be laid at his door. He was

| 1 f that were coming from

tl ns and the sobs of the mothers for sons, lost

e second attitude that he most often assumed

by tl windl hat looked out upon the White

H 1\ I alwavs thought that when he stood

looking out for Willie, 1or he

| vat { T lay many an alternoon irom

i foiw It was as he stood by the window

that the great tears vould course (]'n\'l '!1!\ hn]]u\\

i he would b ced to dry them with his

' i { (m 1 or three occasions he was so

} th his grief that he sank into a chair by the

VoAt ept al i \b strong man broken by

K t ;‘-'.: S5 a4 1rasu ‘."'-'.'.'-; 1O See, h".i NeEVver wis
there erief equal t Lincoln’s.

In all the months that I had my daily hali hour

th Lincoln the order that we were not to be inter-

1 ted was broks but twice, and m ecach of these n

t ‘ the breach was strangely illustrative of the

character ot the man [he tirst person who mtruded

upon the rest Ir W v woman of middle age. She was

the mother of a boy who had worn the grev and who

had been captured and was in the old Capitol prison

'he mother wanted a pass to see her bov, and such

a pass required the signature of the President. Lin-

coln hstened graciously to the woman's plea, wrote a

pass with his own hand and apologized that the boy

was being kept from his home. The second woman was

yvoung and pretty and she blushed when she started.

falteringly, to state her

pated her regu

shie

misston.  The President antici-
juest, said that he knew by her blushes that
: '.:..11'1111 to see a sweetheart, and granted her request
111 advance,

"These visits to the White House contimued for five
months, Through all this time the personality of Lin-
coln was gradually sinking deeper and deeper into my
soul. I was modeling the man m clav, but he .
bemmg engraven still more deeply upon my heart.

“Then tinally came the great tragedy
Capitol Hill that terrible lii'._’-}l'l
beet ottt Tor ﬂ'l
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CVenIng Ihey returned about
midmght and as they were entering the house some-
one hurrying past called out to them that the Presi-
dent had been murdered. The murder of the President
Oof a great nation 15 a most termbly tragic thing at best
I well remember how thoroughly awed were all the
people T met at the time ol the .l-*.’l‘:lH:Hiull of Garfield
and of McKkinley I'hat the assassin should reach so

high appalls even the person who has no personal tic
to that dignitary

“f"“l) ni Colrse I Wds T'l]n'l\rdl h. -,‘,1“1 MeAsSUre at ”"Il‘
death of Lincoln. | was prostrated. It was davs he
fore 1 could pull myself together and realize that the
thing had actually happened. | think the ]t'nr-.f‘ of it
may have had the effect of impressing even more
vividly upon me the personality of the martyred Presi-
dent, The success of the statue that | subsequently

Vinoie Ream at work on Lincoln bust, from portrat painied
by Gen. George 2. Bingham

ade was attmibuted 1t its trueness to the ac | in-
on My abihity t--II‘-Hl"IH 1w .l\\illl“ll"‘*'.'l""'\l 1e to
those half hours m the quiet of the President thce,
nd to the searing in of the image by the great tra

It must not be supposed that the governm -
horities commissioned Miss Ream to make tatue
i Lincoln without competition. On the ¢ all
i the great sculptors of that pertod submitte lels
lhe committee, atter many weeks of careful s fo-
cided that the model offered by the httle R girl
‘=1r-l.d.u_.’, all -11i1r!~_ l;T'.-]. shie wias conseguent wen
the commission for the statue, for which she ved
~ TN I'his enabled her to ‘~'|H"|1|1 severa {rs m
urope completing her education m art

Her statue, “The West,” has been presents
native state of Wisconsin, and 1s now in thi ¥
tol at Madison
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went to Washington to live, having secured i
there. Several years later the family mos
again. and she was educated at Christian Col Mis
SOUri During the Civil War the family ret t
Washington, and Miss Ream became a i
clerk., working in the Post Office Department Was
only fifteen at that time, and did not have ! least
idea that she possessed any talent as a scuipt ['he
discovery of her artistic talent was purely a 1a
She had been asked for a photograph of herse the
little collewe 1 Missouri which she had atte but
Maior Rollins, a friend of the family, thought uld
be mitch nicer to furnish a head of the girl ¢ ._"‘:l
in clav. He therefore took her to the studs Arg
Mills, It was the nirst time she had scen a rat
work. and it filled her with strange delight

“Why, I could do that,” she laughingly « med
“All right, little girl,” said the sculptor, “here jece
]| \"i-l). see what vou can do with 1t o M the
urprise and delight of Mills she product fairly

sood likeness of him, That was the beginn
great carecr. lvery day for the next few ! was
devoted to hard work and study.  She sull st her

job 1 the Post Office Department, but eac!

when through work she would hurry off to

stundio, where she Il]lilt[llll under the imstruct | the
gemal Mills \fter supper she would go to -"-‘TT.‘
and far into the night would study books o my.
She worked so hard that the natural roses s trom
her cheeks, and her little body became so I”"‘l
she only weighed 90 pounds, But she had ‘h'{'
real reason for being on earth, and her s was

most marvelous

What a vast difference there was in her ng to
Washington after her triumphant years in Ew She
was beautiful, gifted, popular and reigned a fer ol
the social and artistic sets i the city whes h;d
spent her girlhood as an obscure postal clerk sie
met the popular and handsome Lieutena hard
Hoxie, of the United States Army. Thel ding.
which took place in IR78, was one of the m '||"'”“_
ever staged i Washington, President Grant 4s on¢
of the gue «ts, and the bride was given aw: Irt'}ll-
eral Sherman Lieutenant Hoxie, accord to the
customs of that period, felt that a wife's plac W& |‘n
the home, and that her interests should ce :'1-h]l1'_
husband and society, The young wife quite e :
gave up her art, and for 19 years made a home tha

was the envy of all Washington. ide
But true art is something that cannot be cast 380

with case or without cost.  Sickness took pu i ;1‘{1‘
Vinnie Ream I'he physicians told the b ‘-I'I___“d
was gomg to di “Ounly live, Vinnie!” he o c J!:i-;
I will give yvou back vour art.” Upon hearing ‘hai
agonized promise she smiled sweetly, and m'I!r\h‘-'
moment she improved in a miraculous mannes the
to his word, the husband remodeled their home at Ul

corner ot Seventeenth and K streets, \"".“'\h]l'“:t“f‘lllzﬁ
such a way as to provide a model studio, “I“Ir; ath
happy wife worked daily until her untimely G650
November 20, 1014, ) tery

Vinnie Ream Hoxie rests in the National {me';}l‘}
at Arlington. Over her grave is a bronze €OP “If all
statue of Sappho, one of the most beautiful @
lu-r works




